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Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention, "probably has" renders the claim indefinite. 

Claim 18 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because 

a multiple dependent claim may not use the phrase "any one of the preceding claims". 
See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim 18 has not been further treated on the 
merits. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15-17 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(B) as anticipated by 

or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Conners (WO 97/24169). 

The claims are considered to read on Conners (WO 97/24169). If a difference exists 

between the claims and Conners (WO 97/24169), it would reside in optimizing the 

elements of Conners (WO 97/24169). It would have been obvious to optimize the 

elements of Conners (WO 97/24169) to enhance separation. 
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Claims 16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Conners (WO 97/24169) in viewof Malkin (U.S. Patent Publication No. 
2002/0108896). At best, the claims differ from Conners (WO 97/24169) in the clarity of 
reciting struts. Malkin (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0108896) (paragraph 24 and 
29) discloses that the use of struts prevents the collapse of the filtration device and the 
solid end portion 20 allows fluids to enter and fill the filtration device. It would have 
been obvious to use struts in Conners (WO 97/24169) because Malkin (U.S. Patent 
Publication No. 2002/0108896) (paragraph 24 and 29) discloses that the use of struts 
prevents the collapse of the filtration device and the solid end portion 20 allows fluids to 
enter and fill the filtration device. 

Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Conners (WO 97/24169) in view of each of Tittgen (DE 10,201,858) with its Google 
translation of paragraphs 31-33, McLean (U.S. Patent No. 3,187,663), Painter (U.S. 
Patent No. 3,235,088), Scarano (U.S. Patent No. 5,118,421), Van Ooijen (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,344,559), and May (U.S. Patent No. 5,419,373). At best, the claims differ from 
Conners (WO 97/24169) in the clarity of reciting paper. Tittgen (DE 10,201 ,858) 
(column 4, lines 21-54) with its Google translation of paragraphs 31-33 discloses that a 
paper filter has the advantage of easy removal, is suitable for filtering precipitated cell 
components, and can be disposed of because it has no plastic components. McLean 
(U.S. Patent No. 3,187,663) (column 3, lines 42-63) discloses that filter paper is a 
suitable disposable filter element for a wire cage. Painter (U.S. Patent No. 3,235,088) 
(column 1, lines 13-19 and column 3, lines 15-22) discloses that it is common practice 
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to use filter paper in sheet form for wire cages. Scarano (U.S. Patent No. 5,118,421) 
(column 2, lines 20-22 and 45-46) discloses paper is a suitable filter medium for a cage 
of vertical and horizontal members. Van Ooijen (U.S. Patent No. 5,344,559) (column 3, 
lines 30-44) discloses that paper is a suitable filter medium for cages. May (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,419,373) (column 1, lines 10-19) discloses that for four decades paper has been 
widely used as a replacement filter with a structural mechanical support. It would have 
been obvious to use paper in Conners (WO 97/24169) either because Tittgen (DE 
10,201 ,858) (column 4, lines 21-54) with its Google translation of paragraphs 31-33 
discloses that a paper filter has the advantage of easy removal, is suitable for filtering 
precipitated cell components, and can be disposed of because it has no plastic 
components; or because McLean (U.S. Patent No. 3,187,663) (column 3, lines 42-63) 
discloses that filter paper is a suitable disposable filter element for a wire cage; or 
because Painter (U.S. Patent No. 3,235,088) (column 1, lines 13-19 and column 3, lines 
1 5-22) discloses that it is common practice to use filter paper in sheet form for wire 
cages; or because Scarano (U.S. Patent No. 5,1 18,421) (column 2, lines 20-22 and 45- 
46) discloses paper is a suitable filter medium for a cage of vertical and horizontal 
members; or because Van Ooijen (U.S. Patent No. 5,344,559) (column 3, lines 30-44) 
discloses that paper is a suitable filter medium for cages; or because May (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,41 9,373) (column 1 , lines 1 0-1 9) discloses that for four decades paper has been 
widely used as a replacement filter with a structural mechanical support. 

The restriction requirement has been reconsidered, deemed proper, and made 
final for the reasons of record. 
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Any inquiry concerning this comnnunication sliould be directed to E. Therkorn at 
telephone number (571 ) 272-1 1 49. The official fax number is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Ernest G. Therkorn/ 
Ernest G. Therkorn 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1797 

EOT 

September 25, 2009 



